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Chapter RL 31

CREDENTIALING REQUIREMENTS AND PROCEDURES FOR PRIVATE DETECTIVE
AGENCY, PRIVATE DETECTIVE AND SECURITY PERSON

RL 31.001  Authority. RL 31.035  Application procedure for private detective licenses.
RL 31.01 Credential required. RL 31.036  Application procedure for private security permits.
RL 31.02 Qualifications. RL 31.04 Examination for private detective licensure.

RL 31.03 Application procedure for private detective agency licenses. RL 31.05 Denial of credential.

RL 31.034  Privatedetectiveagencys responsibility to obtain and maintain a RL 31.06 Additional licensing requirements.
bondor liability policy.

RL 31.001 Authority. The rules in this chapter are adoptedhall be executed by the secretary and the president or the vice
pursuanto ss. 227.1 (2) and 440.26 (2), (3), (4), (5m) and (5r)presidentand, in addition, ithe case of a foreign corporation, by
Stats. the registered agent.

History: Cr. RegisterNovember1997, No. 503, &f12-1-97. (b) A license may bgranted under this section if the individual
applicantor the members of partnership or a limited liability
companyor all corporate dicers who executed the application:

1. Subjecto ss. 11.321, 11.322 and 11.335, Stats., do not

RL 31.01 Credential required. (1) PRIVATE DETECTIVE
AGENCY. (a) Except as provided in pét), a person shall obtain

a private deteciivagency license before engaging in the fOHOWhavean arrest or conviction record involving a misdemeanor or

ing aCt'V('jt'es'_ . liciti ing in the busi ¢ aviolation, as defined in s. 440.26 (4m), Stats.
vatelde?eé/t(ie\/rgsélré%nscillmlng orengaging In the business ofa i 1, - jave not been convicted in this stateetsewhere of a
s ’ ) . . . . felony, unless pardoned.

t2' Acting tas a prl\_/tate detective, private investigatorest 2. Are not users of drugs or alcohol to an extent dangésous

gatoror private security person. _ themselves or to oth@ersonsr to an extent which could impair
3. Acting as a supplier of private security personnel. apersons ability to direct or perform privatetective or private
4. Soliciting business or performing any other type of serviecurityactivities responsibly

or investigation as a private detective or private security person. 3. poes not have a physical, emotionaimental condition
5. Receiving any fees or compensationacting as any per that might adversely &éct the applicang’ ability to responsibly

son,engaging in any business or performing any service specifigidect or perform private detective or private security activities.

in subds. 1. to 4. (2) PRIVATE DETECTIVE LICENSE. An applicant for licensure as

(b) A private detective agency license may be issued to an inglprivate detective may be granted a license under s. 440.26, Stats.,
vidual, a partnership, a limited liability company or a corporatiorif the applicant:

(c) An individual who holds a license as a private detective or (a) Subject toss. 11.321, 11.322 and 11.335, Stats., does
a permit as grivate security person and who is employed by ot have an arrest or conviction record involving a misdemeanor
licensedprivate detective agendy not required to obtain a pri or a violation, as defined in s. 440.26 (4m), Stats.
vatedetective agencljicense before acting as a private detective (am) Has not been convicted in this state or elsewbicadel
or a private security person. ony, unless pardoned.

(2) PRIVATE DETECTIVE LICENSE. (@) A privatedetective  (b) Is not a useof drugs or alcohol to an extent dangerous to
licenseis required to engage in the services of a private detectivige applicant or others or to an extent which would impair the
(b) A private detective may only provide private detective seapplicant’sability to performprivate detective or private security

viceson behalf of a private detective agency in the capacity of aativitiesresponsibly;
employeeand not as aimdependent contractamless the private  (¢) Has passed the examination administered byléipart
detectivehas a private detective agency license. mentas set forth in s. RL 31.04.

(3) PRIVATE SECURITY PERMIT. (&) An employee of any  (d) Does not have a physical, emotional or mental condition
licensedprivate detective agency doing businiesthis state as a that might adversely &kct the applicang ability to responsibly
supplierof uniformed private security persott patrol excle  performprivate detective or private security activities.
sively on the private property of industrial plants, business estab (3) private securITY PERSONPERMIT. An applicant for a per
lishments,schools, colleges, hospitals, sports stadiums, exhibjigt as aprivatesecurity person may be granted a permit under s.
and similar activities is exempt from the license requirementg40.26 Stats., if the applicant:
undersub. (2), but shabibtain a private security permit as speci (a) Subject toss. 11.321, 11.322 and 11.335, Stats., does

fied in s. 440.26 (Sm) or (51), Stats. _ nothave an arrest or conviction record involving a misdemeanor
(b) Alicensed private detective mbg employed as a private or a violation, as defined in s. 440.26 (4m), Stats.

securityperson without obtaining a private security permit. ; . g
History:  Cr. Register October 1088, No 304, ef, 11-1-88; r and recr (L), (b) Has not been convicted this state or elsewhere of a-fel

renum.and am. (3) to be (3) (a). ¢B) (b), RegisteMNovember1997, No. 503, &  ONY, unless pardoned.

12-1-97. (c) Is not a user of drugs or alcohol to an extent dangerous to
o the applicant or others or to an extent which would impair the
RL 31.02 Qualifications. (1) PRIVATE DETECTIVE  gpplicant’sability to responsibly perform private security activi

AGENCY LICENSE. (&) To obtain a license as a private detectivgeg,
agency,an individualapplicant, all members of a partnership or (d) Does not have a physical, emotional or mental condition

alimited liability companyor all corporate dicers shall be listed ; : ) Al ;
on the application. The application of a partnership bméed Lhefﬁcr)?lngqgtriz\altg;/ee;seeclﬁr%c;égsit?gshcam ability to responsibly

liability company shall be executed by all members optiener History: Cr. Register Octobey 1988, No. 394, &f 11-1-88; am. (1) (a), (b)
shipor limited liability companyAn application of a corporation (intro.), 1., and (2) (a), c(1) (b) 1Im., (2) (am) and (3), Registblovember1997,

RegisterMay 2005 No. 593
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E‘fis%s’;ﬁilgll_wm (1) (b) 3., (2) (d) and (3) (d), Registdanuary2001, No. (4) An individual licensed employee is not required to obtain
,eff. 2-1-01.

a bond or liability policyif the employee is covered by the
o ) employingagencys liability policy.

RL 31.03 Application procedure for private detec - History: Cr. RegisterNovember1997, No. 503, &f12-1-97.
tive agency licenses. (1) An applicant for a private detective
agencylicense shall file with the department all of the following: R 31.035 Application procedure for private detec -

(a) A completed application on forms provided by the depative licenses. (1) An applicant for a private detective license
ment. shallfile with the department all of the following:

Note: Information about application deadlines is available from the bureau of (a) A completed application on forms provided by the depart
directlicensing andeal estate in the department at Room 281, 1400 Eestikgton ment
Avenue,Madison, Wsconsin 53702, telephone (608)266-0829. b' o et d satisfact ts of fi int f
(b) Except as provided in sub. (1m), for each person whe, pur (b) Two complete and satisfactory sets of fingerprints on forms

suantto s.440.26 (2) (b), Stats., executes the application, 2 cor%Upplledby the department.

X . ! . Note: Forms are available on request to the Department of Regulation and Licens
pleteand satisfactory sets of fingerprimts forms supplied by the ing, Bureau obirectLicensing and Real Estate, 1400 EassHington Aenue, FO.
department. Box 8935, Madison, \consin 53708.

Note: Forms are available on request from the Department of Regutaibn ~ (c) One recent photograph of the applicahigad and shoul
Licensing,Bureau of Direct Licensing and Real Estate, 1400 Eashigton Ae-  ders 0n|y
nue,P. O. Box 8935, Madison, \&tonsin 53708.
(c) One recent photograph of the applicaméad and shoul
ders only

Stats.
(d) A bond or liability policy as requiredh s. 440.26 (4), Stats. (e) A completeaddress of the applicant. A posticé box

(e) The complete business location address ohfigicant withouta complete location address is inadequate.
including the dfice or room number and street address. A post (f) The fee specified in s. 440.05 (1), Stats.

office box without a.<-:om_plete location address is inadequate. (g) The costs incurred by the department in obtaining inferma
() The fee specified in s. 440.05 (1), Stats. tion related to the eligibility and qualifications of the applicant.
(9) The costs incurred by the department in obtaining informa (h) A statement signed by an authorized representative of a
tion related to the eligibility and qualifications of the applicant.licensedprivate detective agencshowing that the applicant will
(1m) A peace dicer is not required to file with the depart beemployed by the agency when acting as a private detective.
mentfingerprints under sub. (1) (b), if the peacicef submits (2) An applicant who is or who has, within the 5 years preced
with the application for a licenseletter from his or her employing ing the date of application, been a user of drugs or alcotwi to
law enforcement agencwritten not more than one month beforeextentdangerous to the person or otlpersons or to an extent
the date of the application and stating that the person is currerwhich could impair the persagliability to perform private detec
employedas a peace fiéer by the law enforcement agency tive or private security activities responsibly shall provide the

(2) Foreach person who, pursuant to s. 440.26 (2) (b) Stagepartmenall information necessary for the department to eleter

executeghe application, information about whetttiee person is mine the applicans fitness to practi.ce.
or has, within the 5 years preceding the date of applicatieen (3) The department shall provide reasonalalecommoda

auser of drugs or aicohol to an extent dangerous to the persoH#S to applicants with disabilities who are otherwise qualified.

; ; : ; History: Cr. Register November1997, No. 503, &f12-1-97; am(1) (b), cr
otherpersons oto an extent which could impair the persoabit (1) Register January2001, No. 541ef. 2-1-01:CR 04-097: r (1m) Register

ity to perform private detective or private security activitieBay 2005 No. 593, eff. 6-1-05; coection in (1) (b) made under s. 13.93 (2m (b)
responsibly_ 7., Stats., Register May 2005 No. 593.

(d) A $2,000 surety bond, if the applicanprivate detective
agencyemployerhas obtained a bond pursuant to s. 440.26 (4),

(3) The department shall provide reasonallecommoda

tionsto applicants with disabilities who are otherwise qualified,, RLe?r#?s% (1f‘pA$]";at'?2aﬂiofgfgur? f:t;%ré\éatr? Seglrjm.t <hall
History: Cr. RegisterOctober1988, No. 394, &11-1-88; rand rect Register iy p I1S. ppli priv, urity p !

November,1097, No. 503, &f12-1-97;am. (1) (b), cr(1m), RegisterJanuary  file with the department all of the following:

2001,No. 541, eff 2-1-01;correction in (1) (b) made unders. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., (a) A completed application on forms provided by the depart
Stats.,Register May 2005 No. 593. ment

RL 31.034 Private detective agency’ s responsibility sup(at[;)li (;rgvg)yct?]rg%Ig:)%ﬁrr:;jei?tlsfactory sets of fingerprints on forms

tO.Obtain and_ maintain a bond or .”abi”ty po_licy_ - (1) A Note: Forms are available on request to the Department of Regulation and Licens
privatedetective agency shall obtain and maintain a surety boigl Bureau obirectLicensing and Real Estate, 1400 Easstington Aenue, FO.
or liability policy asrequired under s. 440.26 (4), Stats. If afox8935, Madison, \gconsin 53708.
agency obtains a comprehensive general liability pqlitye (c) One recent photograph of the applicamead and shoul
policy shall include coveragier bodily injury liability, property —ders only
damageand personal injuryln any case, if an agency permits an (d) A complete address of the applicant. p@dst ofice box
officer or employee to carry a firearm in the course of dily without a complete location address is inadequate.
agencyshall obtain a liability policy whickhall include coverage  (e) The fee specified in s. 440.05 (1), Stats.
for injury or damage resultirigom the use of firearms. Evidence (f) The costs incurred by the department in obtaining inferma
of a comprehensive genefalbility policy shall consist of a cer jon related to the eligibility and qualifications of the applicant.
tificate of insurance stating the licensee as insured and the -depart ' . .

(g) A statement signed by an authorized representative of a

mentas certl_ﬁcate holder . . licensedprivate detective agencghowing that the applicant will
(2) Eachlicensee shall maintainithout lapse in coverage the he employed by the agency when acting as a private security per
bond or comprehensive geneti@bility policy submitted to the son.
departmenbefore the issuance of an original or renewal license. (2) An applicant who is or who has, within the 5 years preced
(3) It a private detective agency obtains a comprehensive giwy the date of application, been a user of drugs or alcolai to
eral liability policy, the policy shall cover all licensed privateextentdangerous to the person or otlpersons or to an extent
detectivesand private security personnel employed byeifpency  which could impair the persasability toperform private detec

RegisterMay 2005 No. 593
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tive or private security activities responsibly shall provide the 1. The applican$ hame and address;
departmentll information necessary for the department to éeter 2. The type of license applied for;

minethe applicans fithess to practice. 3. A description of the perceived error; including specific
(3) The department shall provide reasonalklecommoda questionsor procedures claimed to be in error; and

tionsto applicants with disabilities who are otherwise qualified. 4 The facts which the applicaintendsto prove, including
(4) The department shall issue a temporary private securif¥ferencetext citations or other supporting eviderioethe apph

permit pursuant to s. 440.26 (5r), Stats. cant’sclaim.

History: Cr. Register November1997, No. 503, €f12-1-97; am. (1) (b); cr : : :
(1m), Register January2001, No. 541eff. 2-1-01:CR 04-097: r (Im) Register . (P) The department shall review the request in consultation
May 2005 No. 593, eff. 6-1-05; ccection in (1) (b) made under s. 13.93 (2m (b) With a subject matter expert. The applicant shall be notified in
7., Stats., Register May 2005 No. 593. writing of the departmerg’decision.

RL 31.04 Examination for private detective licen - (c) If the decision does not result in a passing grade, the appli

sure. (1) ADMINISTRATION. At least onceevery month the cantmay retakehe examination or request a hearing under s. RL
departmentshall administer or cause to be administered ] )
examinationfor the licensure of private detectives. (8) EXAMINATION RETAKES. (@) There is no limito the number
(3) SusJECTSTESTED. The examination shall test the appli ©f times an applicant may take the examination.
cant'sknowledge ocompetence in those areas which the depart (b) An applicant who reviews the examination pursuastito
ment, after consultation with subject matter experts, determiné®) may not retake the examination within 30 days after the date
areappropriate for testing the applicanknowledge for protec ©n which the examination was reviewed.
tion of public health and safety (c) An applicant who passes the examination and remains unli
(4) DisHoNESTACT. An applicant may not engage in dishonegzen_sed‘or one year or more after the date of the _exar_nination shall
actsrelating to the examination. The actions taken by the depa@@aintake and pass the examination before being licensed.
mentwhen dishonest acts occur shall be related to the serious E)ﬁgrf%) Cé-f?g%g&&i%ﬁ%%?,,\'1\100-436;951’ i 1-88; Ef)n? recr(3) C(r«’?)sso
of the ofense. These actions may include withholding the app?h)j ©). (7 (5) and (&) and am: (8), Régistéovember 1697, No563, of. 12.1-97.
cant'sscore, entering a failing grade for the applicant, susl
pendingthe ability of the applicant tsit for an examination for ~ RL 31.05 Denial of credential. (1) An application for a
a specific period of time after the examination in which the disredentialunder this chapter may be denfedany of the follow
honestacts occurred. ing reasons:
(5) PassING score. The score required to pass the examina (a) The applicant commits fraud or misrepresentation in the
tion shall be based on the departmedetermination of the level applicationfor a credential.
of examination performance required for minimum acceptable (b) The applicant has a physical, emotiomamental condi
competencen the profession. The departmesitall make the tjon which might adversely ffct performance of duties relating
determinatiorafter consultation with subject matter experts whep the credential for which he or she has applied.

havereviewed a representative sample of the examination ques ¢y The applicant is dependent on alcohol to such a degree that
tionsand available candidate performance statistics, and shalli@iterfereswith his or her physical or mental health or social or

the passing score for the examination at that point which repi&onomicfunctioning, except that the department in the exercise
sentsminimum acceptable competence in the profession. ot jts discretion may issue a credential if the person submits to

(6) ExaminaTioN REVIEW. (&) An applicant who fails the examinationgvaluation, treatment, and monitoring as direbied
examinationmay requesa review of that examination by filing the department.

awritten request with the department witl8it days after the date (d) The applicant is addicted to the use of controlled sub

on which examir_natic_)n resu_lts were mailed to the applicant.  stancesr controlled substance analogs, except that the depart
(b) An examination review shall be conducted under the fahentin the exercise of its discretion may issue a credential if the

lowing conditions: personsubmits toexamination, evaluation, treatment, and moni

1. The time for review shall be limited to one hour toring as directed by the department.

2. The examination shall be reviewed only by the applicant (e) The applicans conduct is a ground for discipline of a-cre
andin the presence of a proctor dentialholder under s. RL 35.01.

3. The proctor may not respond to inquiries by the applicant (2) The department may require an applicant to wgmene
regardingallegations of examination error or more physical, mentahlcoholor drug abuse evaluations and

4. Any comment®r claims of error regarding specific questhe department may consider the results of such evaluations if it
tions or procedures in the examination maypteced in writing believesthat the results maye useful to the department in evalu
on the form provided for this purpose. The department sheatingan applicant for a credential. The costs of evaluatiil
reviewthe comments or claims in consultation with a subject mdte the responsibility of the applicant.
terexpert. The department shall notify the applicant in writing of History: Cr. RegisterJanuary2001, No. 541, &f2-1-01.
the departmens decision. If the decision does not result jpfass

; ; P ) . RL 31.06 Additional licensing requirements. (1) In
ing grade, the applicant may retake the examination or file a cl m o " g "
of examination error pursuant to sub. (7). s section trade name” means a name that is in addition to the

5. An applicant shall be permitted only or@view of the nameunder which a person obtained a private detective agency

. R O . license.
failed examination each time it is taken and failed. (2) A person who is licensed aspavate detective agenc
(7) CLAIM OF EXAMINATION ERROR. () An applicant wishing P =P gency

; At -\ hall, befor in in nder any trade name, notify th
to claim examination error must fiewritten request for depart shall, before doing business under any trade name, notify the

S ; o departmentn writing of the trade name.
mentreview in the departmentfm’e within 30 days of the date the History: Cr. RegisterOctober1988, No. 394, &11-1-88; rand recr Register

examinatiorwas reviewed. The request shall include: November,1997, No. 503, f12-1-97.

RegisterMay 2005 No. 593
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